CHAPTER  X.

PRAYER.1

WHAT is sometimes called " the modern
spirit" is exceedingly antagonistic to
prayer, failing to see any causal nexus
between the uttering of a petition and
the happening of an event, whereas the
religious spirit is as strongly attached to
it, and finds its very life in prayer. Yet
even the religious man sometimes feels
uneasy as to the rationale of prayer; is
he teaching the All-wise, is he urging
beneficence on the All-Good, is he altering
the will of Him in " whom is no variable-
ness, neither shadow of turning?"2 Yet
he finds in his own experience and in that
of others "answers to prayer," a definite
sequence of a request and a fulfilment.
Many of these do not refer to subjective

1 Much of this chapter has already appeared in an
earlier work by the author, entitled, Some Problems
of Life.

2S. James i. 17.
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